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OLDER RURAL YOUTH IN LOUISIANA
Their Number, Characteristics, and Needs'
A. L. Bertrand
INTRODUCTION
It has been said that the future of the nation
rests on the shoulders
of its youth. In view of this statement, one
would expect those niterested
in W life to have amassed a wealth of h.formation on persons m the
ural population ranging from 15 to 30 years of
age.^
^^^^J^P^™
^
the pertinent literature reveals, with the
exception of the peciah.ed
smdfes made during the depression years, a dearth
of matenal of this
natrne This apparent oversight on the part of
researchers assumes sig-
nificant proportions when one contemplates the
momentous decision -
in connection with leaving the family group,
preparing tor an occupati n
or vocation, getting married, establishing a
home, buying a farm ream g
a family, le;ving the rural environment, and so
forth-which rural peop e
of this age musfface and concerning which they
would welcome reliable
information and counsel.
Extension and other agricultural workers have not
been unawa e
of the need in terms of programs designed for
older rural Y^"^ - i"^;^;;
the Agricultural Extension Service in several
states has made highly
commfndable efforts to help them solve their problems.
More extensive
efforts have not been made, primarily because of
the lack oi verified
and consequently reliable information on the
characteristics, interest
and needs of these youths, however. It is thus that
the -ra sociologis^
and other rural social scientists have an opportunity
as well as a chal-
lenge to make worthwhile contributions.^ The present study
purports to
^^il^T^V was made after consultation with Director H. C.
Sanders of the L S LL
SSon" ™'r,r.S „iU„u, .^e co„pe„,,» and
7i-^nct ol ilie couniv Extension personnel in the
six panslies vis.teti.
See E W ""on E.U.mo,, Work With Young M.,. «nd Won,,,,.
,Wa,l,n,gl„n.
,l,e <li,' cta of Etoa SommerfeM 'and William R. Miller,
regional Es.ens.on agents,
represent, an outstanding etlbrt in this
d.rectton.
ctnTdtT'sne f """'^^ " ^^^^ ''''' °f Louisiana is con-er ed. Its sp cific objectives and n.ethods of procedure are outlined
Objectives
The major objectives of this ^tudy were three in number The first
T:Zns 71 If determination of the number and distn^ution
valSe of sLl t
''^
'
'''''^ °f Louisiana. The
ev enf t
^« P^^^^ - ^h-§e of action programs is self-
do wth "'Tl
F-eliminary planning questions having toit how many and "where" that are yivA. Knowledge of thissort also indicates the importance of particular segments of^he rumyouth population, such as the breakdowns by race fnd sex. n add ionof significance to know what proportion of the total rural popula
i llr f g^'^"P- it -ay well besa d that in ormation of the above nature is basic in the study of anvspecific population entity. ^ ^
The second aim of the present study was to acquire information
elative to selected socio-economic characteristics of "older vouth" i r
t
"aaieas. In this regard, data on the sex, age, race, social participation a pi
of ;his'."^ t""" T^"'"'"
'''''' P^^-^*^- collected.^K"owledge
this kind obviously is fundamental to an intelligent approach to wofk
Telr^'TT- '^^"^P^^' questionVas "Are yZtpeop e on the farm inclined to steer away from agriculture as aS
youth woik. In addition, there is much value in such information as theype of activities which appeal to this particular group as we 1 as in
whh'Twtrd1-k"'" ' ^^-y - ^--^fi S
tII f.L ^^"^^^^ "^^^^ the second objective.
intPrJi Ti
P"rpo^e m mind was to obtain information about thentetests of older youths themselves with respect to topics, places and timeor educational and recreational programs.Vhere his beln m 'ich spe"lation on these particular points and it seemed a place where a .^iluab e
fTmii: vo".
""^^
'V"''^'"
-formatioi on marriag' a d thea ly, cational guidance, etc., is desired on week ends in a neighborhood setting the work of Extension and other specialists is mal easierby aforehand knowledge. ^
Methodology
of it.'^!!^.rrr'"'''i
°^ any scientific study hinges directly on the validity
Its methodological procedures. The refinement of the atter, of course
strt th: 'T' 'i ^'-'^"^^'^^ ^"^^ P^-P-- «f the' pardcXSt dy. As e title implies, the present study is concerned with rt ral youth'only rhis means that only persons falling in the rural-nonfarm andrural-farm residence categories as defined b^ the Seventeenth De enn alCensus were included in the analysis -uecc iai
from'd"riq"o cT ^"'r ''''''^ ^""^^^"^^ P""-"!)' with datai the 1950 Census for the state as a whole, no sampling pi-oblem was
involved. In this connection the tardiness of
the Census Bureau m
publishing detailed state data by age groups
prevented the niakn.g of
a more elaborate analysis of these
characteristics.
Several factors contributed to the final decisions
with inspect to the
techniques and procedures followed in the second and
third parts of the
present effort. The following factors were carefully considered
m making
the selection of sample survey areas. First, the
limitation of financial re-
sources which set the maximum number of sample areas at six,
was a
determining factor. Second, the wish of the state
Agricultmral Extension
Service to check on and evaluate the results of past
efforts m terms of
older youth work was considered.
To satisfy these requirements, the survey parishes were
chosen so as
to include two parishes in which an intensive
program of older youth
work had been or was being carried on, two parishes in
which moderately
active programs of this type had been or were in
existence and two
parishes in which no work of this nature had ever
been done. (See
Fieure 1 ) In this regard, the comparative data
has not been analyzed
in this report because of the small number of cases
involved. Third, it
LOCATION OF SURVEY
PARISHES
INDICATES INTENSIVE OLDER YOUTH PROGRAM
INDICATES MODERATE OLDER YOUTH PROGRAM
INDICATES NO OLDER YOUTH PROGRAM
FIGURE 1. Map of Louisiana showing the location of the six survey
parishes, 1952.
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was deemed of importance to sample, insofar as possible, the major cul-
tural and type-of-farming areas in the state. The selection of the parti-
cular parishes shown in Figure 1 was done with this in mind.
A second set of sampling problems concerned the location and
selection of interviewees falling within the required age limits in the
sample parishes. The complete and wholehearted cooperation of the Ex-
tension people at all levels provided a way out of the dilemma of "work-
ing blindly" in the effort to discover where the older youth lived in each
parish. On highway maps procured by the administrative personnel in the
state office, the county agents of the various parishes and their staffs
located by name a representative group of older youths in rural areas
known to them. With this information, and in many instances with Ex-
tension personnel as guides, interviewers lost little time in searching
out interviewees. It may be noted that it was not possible to get anything
like a complete coverage of older youths in each parish. Thus, in allot-
ing the available time for interviews, careful attention was given the
matter of geographic location. In other words, interviewers were dis-
patched to take a proportionate sample in every populated area of the
survey parishes.
With relation to a representative sample, one important segment
in the older youth population, the non-whites, was not interviewed. The
decision to interview only white youths was prompted by the scope of a
comparative study which was beyond the time and resources available.
The sentiments of the Extension staff concerned and of the writer, in
this respect, were that a second study of the needs and problems of the
older Negro youths should follow and supplement the present study.
Interviews were conducted by carefully trained enumerators using a
survey schedule designed to obtain a maxinuim amount of information
in a minimum amount of time. Ample space was provided for recording
chance remarks of interviewees which might have significance in the
study. Altogether, 562 persons were interviewed. Of this number, 310
were females and 252 were males.
The information obtained from the Census and the survey was
sorted and tabulated in the conventional manner with reliance placed
on a simple and straightforward analysis. In order to make comparisons
possible, the data for the most part is recorded by sex groups.*
THE NUMBER, DISTRIBUTION, AND COMPOSITION
OF THE OLDER RURAL YOUTH POPULATION
The starting point for any state-wide program directed toward older
youth is the number and characteristics of the people to be served. Ac-
cordingly the information which follows is concerned with these as-
pects of the older rural youth population in Louisiana.
^In this connection a second report is to be concerned with the interrelationship
of sex, age, residence, marital status, and occupation to the stated interests and needs
of the survey population.
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Fortunately, the Seventeenth Decennial Census of the United States
is of such recent date that the information appearing in it is up to date.
All of the data which follow are taken from this publication.
The Number of Older Rural Youth
Louisiana, although it now has more people classified as urban resi-
dents (54.8 per cent) than it has as rural residents, is still one of
the
most rural states of the nation. This means that, relatively speaking,
there should be a large number ol older rural youth in the state. To be
exact there were, in 1950, 271,461 persons aged from 15 through 29 years
in the rural-farm and rural-nonfarm population of the state. It may be
surprising to some to learn that this number makes up one-tenth of the
total population and 22.4 per cent of the rural population of the state.
One significant fact is made clear by the above statistics. There are
enoueh older rural youth in the state to make their guidance a matter
of serious public concern. >
'
RURAL OLDER YOUTH BY RESIDENCE
NUMBER OF OLDER
YOUTH
- 15,000
-10,000
- 5,000
- 2,500
- 1,000
^1 RURAL-FARM
E3 RURAL-NONFARM
LOUISIANA'452 % RURAL- FARM
OePT Bl«AL SOCIOLOGr, L
FIGURE 2. Older youth population of the parishes of Louisiana, by residence, 1950.
(Source of data: Seventeenth Census of the United States.)
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Distribution of Older Rural Youth
Table 1 and Figure 2 were prepared to show the distribution of
older rural youth, geographically, over the state. It is immediately ob-
vious that persons in these age groups are concentrated in certain areas.
The greater number of older rural youth are to be found in the south
central parishes of the state. St. Landry Parish has the largest number of
persons within this age group (14,326) and is followed by Rapides
Parish (10,454)
.
The south Louisiana parishes with the exception of
Cameron, St. James, St. Charles, St. John the Baptist, Jefferson, and St.
Bernard rank second as an area of older rural youth population concen-
tration. Interestingly, the north Louisiana upland cotton parishes rank
third m this respect. Standing out as having a dearth of persons in the
ages from 15 through 29 years are the southwest and central Louisiana
parishes falling into what is known as the cutover areas. The upper
Mississippi Delta parishes and aforementioned south Louisiana parishes
centering around New Orleans also have relatively few youths of
these ages. It is interesting to note in Figure 2 that, although the distri-
bution of older rural youth generally follows the distribution of the
total population of the state, there are inconsistencies between the two
in the peak population concentrations.
Residential Composition of the Older Rural Youth Population
When rural youth are divided according to residence the following
numerical distribution prevails.^ The rural-farm group in 1950 included
122,836 individuals as compared with 148,625 persons listed as in the
rural-nonfarm group. Put another way, 45.2 per cent of the rural vouth
aged^ 15 through 29 years live on bona fide farms, whereas 54.8 per cent
live in rural areas but not on farms.
Residence differentials in distribution of the older rural youth popu-
lation are quite pronounced. Although there are generally fewer rural-
farm youth than rural-nonfarm youth their areas of highest and lowest
concentration do not coincide. For example, the extreme southeastern
parishes stand out as having the highest number of youth in the rural-
nonfarm residence classification and the least number in the rural-farm
classification. The whole group of Mississippi Delta cotton parishes have
a dearth of rural-nonfarm young people but a relatively high number
of rural-farm youth. The south central Louisiana parishes stand out as
the home of rural-farm older youth but sliow only an average concentra-
=The definitions of "rural-farm" and 'rural-nonfarm" used are the saine as
those of the Seventeenth Decennial Census of the United States. The major distinctionm the two residential classifications is that the rural-farm group includes all iser-
sons hvmg on farms exclusive of those paying cash rent for house and yard only, or
livmg m institutions, summer camps, or tourist courts. The rural-nonfarm oroup
includes all other persons living in rural areas, including those in population centers
of less tlian 2,500 people. In the above connection a change in definition from the
1940 to the 1950 Census affected the count of rural youth in 11 parishes. This dis-
crepancy IS not of sufficient import to affect the conclusions presented, however.
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tion ot rural-nonlami persons classifiable under this heading. Persons
interested in the figures for individual parishes may consult liable I.
Sex Composition of the Older Rural Youth Population
Rural jjopulations traditionally have been known lor their high sex
ratios. In other words one expects to find more males than females in any
given farm population. As may be seen in Table II, this is the case for
the total rural youth population of the state, but just barely so. The sex
ratio for this group is 100.7, indicating there are less than 101 young
men for every 100 young women. This narrow gap in the balance between
males and females is highly significant. It implies that there may be a
redistribution of the sexes in the years to come. Such trends, of course,
have been noticed in the United States population as a whole for some
time.
The imbalance between the sexes in the older rural youth population
makes itself known in the two residence groupings. For example, the sex
ratio for the rural-farm population is 105.7 in contrast to 96.7 for the
rural-nonfarm population. The above ratios mean that there are con-
siderably more males among the older rural youth on farms, while there
are considerably more females among the older rural youth residing in
nonfarm areas. These findings should have many implications for the
social planner or Extension worker.
There is no consistent areal pattern in sex composition of the
older rural youth population as a whole. However, the Florida and
sugar parishes seem to have slightly higher sex ratios than the parishes
located in the more northern parts of the state. It may be noted that only
26 of the 64 parishes have sex ratios which are over 100. As might be ex-
pected, the rural-farm older youth population of the various parishes
generally have high sex ratios. Nevertheless at least 12 parishes (see Table
II) have sex ratios of less than 100. In this connection there is some
tendency for the south Louisiana parishes to have higher sex ratios. The
rural-nonfarm older youth population varies so much in sex composition
that it is impossible to detect regional differences sufficiently pronounced
to determine positive statements on sex ratios.
Age Composition of the Older Rural Youth Population
Since the term "older youth" has been used to include all ages from
15 through 29 years, it is pertinent to include a more detailed analysis
of ages at this time. Table III was prepared to show the age composition
of the older rural youth population by residence and parish. In this con-
nection the Census categories determined the breakdowns which are
used. In studying the data collected, several interesting discoveries can be
made. The first striking observation is that there is a considerably larger
number of youth in the younger age groups than in the older ones. As
many as two-fifths (40.4 per cent) of the total rural youth population
is from 15 through 19 years of age. Three-tenths (30.9 per cent) of the
rural youth of the state are from 20 through 24 years old. It may be noted
13
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that these differentials could be expected in terms of what is known of
rural birth rates and migration patterns.
The differential between the ages of the rural-farm and rural-
nonfarm youth are extremely significant. Among the former, almost half
(47.0 per cent) of the persons included are from 15 through 19 years of
age. In contrast just over one-third (35.0 per cent) of the rural-nonfarm
youth are in this age category. Only 28.4 per cent of the rural-farm youth
are from 20 through 24 years' old, while one-third (33.0 per cent) of the
rural-nonfarm youth are within the limits of these ages. Less than one-
fourth of the rural-farm youth are from 25 through 29 years of age but
almost one-third (32.0 per cent) of the rural-nonfarm youth are within
these age brackets. The general conclusion is that the rural-farm older
youth are relatively younger than the rural-nonfarm older youth.
Areal differences in age distribution follow the residence composition
of the various parishes very closely. Thus the rural-farm older youth
population of each parish generally has a larger proportion of older
youth in the younger age groups. Proximity to large urban centers seems
to influence the distribution of the ages in the various age categories
to some extent, however. Interested persons may find the exact composi-
tion of each parish's population in Table III.
Race Composition of the Older Rural Youth Population
Despite the fact that the survey part of this study is limited to white
youth, in a state such as Louisiana it is extremely important to take into
consideration the non-white population. This is manifested in the fact
that 36.3 per cent (98,621) of the total older youth population is non-
white. Residence breakdowns of the racial composition of the older youth
population are even more enlightening. Of all the older youth living in
rural-farm areas, as many as 42.7 per cent are non-white. In contrast
only 31.1 per cent of the rural-nonfarm older youth population is non-
white.
The proportion of the older rural youth population that is non-white
varies from one part of the state to the other, as can be seen in Figure 3
and Table IV. Keeping the residence differentials in mind, the highest
proportions of non-whites in the rural-farm older youth population are
found in the upper Red River Delta section and the north Louisiana
upland cotton section of the state. The south central Louisiana mixed
farming parishes and the Mississippi Delta cotton parishes also have rela-
tively high proportions of non-white youth in their rural-farm population.
The southwest Louisiana parishes and the west central cutover parishes
have the least number of non-whites among their older rural youth
population, relatively speaking.
Three fairly well defined areas stand out as having relatively high
proportions of non-white persons among their rural-nonfarm older youth
population. The first includes a cluster of north central Louisiana
parishes in the upland cotton area. The second includes the upper tier
18
RURAL-FARM OLDER YOUTH BY RACE
DEPT. RURAL SOCIOLOGY, LA. a E.S
FIGURE 3. Rural-farm older youth population of the parishes of Louisiana, by
race, 1950 (Source of data: Seventeenth Census of the United States)
of parishes bordering the Mississippi River and extending from East
Carroll Parish to Concordia Parish. The third area includes East and
West Feliciana, Pointe Coupee, East and West Baton Rouge, Iberville,
and St. Mary Parishes. The south and central Louisiana parishes, in
general, have the lowest proportion of non-whites in their older rural-
nonfarm youth population.
Trends in the Older Rural Youth Population
For many years the rural population of the United States has been
decreasing relative to the urban population. In Louisiana the urban
population exceeded the rural population for the first time in 1950.
Social scientists observing these trends have speculated on the final out-
come of this long-time shift in residence of the population. In this con-
nection some persons working with rural people have viewed the exodus
of youth from the farms with great concern. In fact, the stimulus for the
present study resulted in great part because of this phenomenon.
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Figure 4 and Table I were prepared to demonstrate the trends in older
rural youth population of the state over the last ten years.
When considered as a whole, the older rural youth population
decreased by as much as 29.7 per cent from 1940 to 1950. The break-
downs by residence grotips are more revealing as to the migrants from
rural areas. The number of older yoiuhs living in rural-farm areas de-
creased by almost one-half (47.9 per cent) in the ten-year period under
study. Even with allowance made for the low birth rates of the 1930's
this figure is so large as to be almost luibelieveable. In this regard, the
meaning of the above in terms of the ftiture of the rural-farm population
is a question worth pondering. One might speculate that continuation
of this trend could well mean a dearth of persons to take over our farms
within the very near future. One inference is that farm life is just
not attractive enough to hold the yotniger generation to the soil. All in
all, the planners concerned with the future of agricidture have a critical
task at hand. The rural-nonfarm youth population just about held its own
during the period 1940 to 1950, registering a loss of only 1.3 per cent.
RURAL-FARM OLDER YOUTH POPULATION DECREASE. 1940-1950
PERCENTAGE DECREASE
I
60 AND OVER ^40 TO 49.9
I
50 TO 59.9 [Z3 39.9 AND BELOW
DEPT. RURAL SOCIOLOGY. LA AGS.
FIGURE 4. Rural-farm older youth jsopulation change in the parishes of Louisiana,
1940 to 1950. (Source of data: Seventeenth Census of the United States.)
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Certain areas of the state give indication of having lost more of their
older rural-farm youth population than others. With the exception of
West Feliciana and Iberville the parishes suffering the heaviest loss are
in the northwest and north central parts of the state. The extreme
southeastern parishes and the central Louisiana parishes rank next in
this respect. The least loss in this population group was experienced by
the Florida parishes and the Mississippi Delta cotton parishes. Twenty-
four of the state's parishes registered decreases in their rural-nonfarm
older youth population, while the remainder registered increases. As has
been noted the numerical superiority of the parishes showing decreases
accounted for a slight drop in the total rural-nonfarm older youth popu-
lation. Very little can be seen in the way of spacial patterning in the
trends reported above except that parishes with towns and cities tend
to have their nonfarm youth population increase.
SELECTED ASPECTS OF SOCIAL PARTICIPATION
It has been demonstrated that participation in formal groups is one
of the best means of attaining a well-rounded personality, as well as one
of the best forms of training in citizenship and democracy. The person
who assumes a place of responsibility in clubs and other associations
gains not only valuable experience but a great deal of personal satisfac-
tion. It is thus safe to say that the more experience of this nature the
individual has, the more self-confidence, greater sense of security, and
greater sense of belonging to the community is likely to be developed
by him. More important from the planners' point of view is the fact
that participation gives the first indication of the likely extent of a
given youth's useful citizenship.
Obviously the complete story of the participation of Louisiana rural
youth cannot be told at the present time. In the first place, the informa-
tion has not been collected. In the second, it is doubtful if any one study
could be so ambitious as to propose to cover every facet of the complex
lives of these youths. To get the whole picture one would have to add the
social participation of an informal nature to that of all types of organized
groups, not just one or two types. It is hoped, however, that the reader
will leave this limited view with a clearer understanding of the participa-
tion and interest of older rural youth in educational and recreational pro-
grams. This was the aim which set the limits to the data collected.
Three considerations were kept in mind in planning this part of the
study. The first was the need for information relative to the interest
of rural youth in formal programs. The second was the desirability of in-
formation on the motivation of this group to join formal associations, es-
pecially those of an educational nature. The final aim was the determina-
tion of older rural youths' experience with formal educational and
recreational programs outside the schools. The relevant findings in con-
nection with each of these objectives is discussed below.
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The far-sighted community will encourage its older youth to take an active part
in community affairs . . .
Interest in Formal Programs
When the administrator of an action program finds himself in a
position of planning for a particular group, his first concern is the
group's motivation to participate in what he has to offer. If interest
is already kindled his task is lightened manifold. On the other hand if
he has the problem of creating enthusiasm as well as that of the presen-
tation of his materials in an attractive form, his work is more than
doubled. In order to determine what interest older youth of the state
might have in informational and recreational programs each interviewee
was asked, "Would you participate in educational and/or informational
and social and/or recreational programs designed for young men and
young women in yovn- community?"
The responses received to the above query are extremely significant
for all who have interest in this group. Almost nine out of every ten
(88.6 per cent) indicated they had definite interest in programs of the
above type. (See Table V.) The majority of the remainder (6.4 per cent)
were undecided as to whether or not they would participate and only 5.0
per cent definitely said they would not be interested in or participate in
such activity. The keen interest of the young people interviewed is mani-
fested in the remarks they made when responding to the above question.
Such statements as "I would be very glad to give full cooperation to such
programs" and "Young people in this area have long needed to have a
place where they could meet one another and learn things" were voiced
with an earnestness which bespoke their sincerity.
TABLE V
Expressed Interest of Older Youth Interviewed in Informational and
Recreational Programs, Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Interest
Boys G iris Total
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Yes 227 90.7 271 87.4 498 88.6
No 12 4.7 16 5.2 28 5.0
Undecided 13 5.2 23 7.4 36 6.4
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
There was no great difference in the proportions of young men and
women expressing interest in the above type programs. Apparently both
sexes have approximately the same feelings on the matter. Another in-
teresting discovery is the fact that there were no significant areal varia-
tions in responses. In view of this, one is led to conclude that culture,
type of farming, and other variables have little significance when older
youth of Louisiana face the problem of finding suitable opportunities for
activity of an educational and recreational nature.
Extent of Participation in Organized School Groups
Presumably all students in various school situations have the same
opportunity to participate in organized group activity of one kind or
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another. It follows that a tabulation of those having participated in such
groups will shed light on the proportion of students with a motivation
for organized activity. In other woi'ds it is logical to assume about the
same relative number of persons who exhibit interest in organizational
life while in school will be inclined to stich participation outside school.
Such knowledge has ob\'ious use for the Extension or other planner for
older rural youth.
According to interviewees' responses almost three out of every four
of them had belonged to at least one organized group connected with the
school they had attended or were attending. Interestingly, of the total
number of persons having taken part in formal organizations, almost as
many had belonged to two clubs as had belonged to one. (See Table
VI.) This finding supports the hypothesis that individuals joining clubs
usually have strong motivations to participate in organized group life.
In this connection, it is of interest that one out of ten of the interviewees
belonging to clubs had been a member of as many as three different orga-
nizations. A few (3.9 per cent) held membership in four or more groups
of this kind.
On the other side of the picture, it is worthy of note that as high a
proportion as 26.2 per cent of the older rural youth interviewed had had
no experience of the above type. Whether this lack of participation reflects
a lack of opportunity or disinterest was not determined. However, the
fact that many students of their age had belonged to more than one club
suggests the latter reason had considerable bearing on their lack of
membership. Whatever the reason, this portion of older youth will be a
challenge to persons interested in reaching them with educational pro-
grams in that their social participation experience is thus limited.
TABLE VI
Participation of Older Youth Interviewed in School Clubs and Other
Organizations, Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Number of
Organizations Boys Girls Total
Belonged To No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
None 76 30.2 71 22.9 147 26.2
One 76 30.2 HI 35.8 187 33.3
Two 78 30.9 78 25.2 156 27.7
Three 18 7.1 32 10.3 50 8.9
Four or More 4 1.6 18 5.8 22 3.9
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
The discovery that girls are more inclined to belong to organized
groups than boys is an important one. The data obtained indicates that
only 22.9 per cent of the girls interviewed as compared with 30.2 per
cent of the boys interviewed did not join a single school club. The sig-
nificance of this finding lies in the indication that girls will be easier
to reach with educational and informational programs of various kinds.
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In closing this section, it may be noted that the interviewees partici-
pating in school clubs were quite active in this connection. (See Table
VII.) As many as 40.7 per cent indicated they had a leadership role, at
one time or another, in their organizations. An additional 36.1 per cent in-
dicated by their regular attendance and interest that they were very active
members. One out of five (20.5 per cent) were nominal members in that
they did little more than attend meetings frequently. Only 2.7 per cent
saicl they were members in name only as they seldom attended meet-
ings or other functions of the clubs to which they belonged.
Table VII
Role of Older Youth Interviewees in School Cluhs and Other Organizations.
Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Usual Type of Boys Girls Total
Participation No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Leadership Role 70 39.8 99 41.4 169 40.7
Very Active Member 65 36.9 • 85 35.6 150 36.1
Active Member 37 21.0 48 20.1 85 20.5
Inactive Member 4 2.3 7 2.9 11 2.7
Total 176 100.0 239 100.0 415 100.0
Participation in Educational Programs Outside the School
As aforementioned, a tabulation of the number of interviewees tak-
ing part in organized efforts to improve their knowledge outside the
school was made. (See Table VIII.) The most important fact to emerge
from these tabulations is that one-fourth of the sample population had ex-
perience of this natuiT. Above everything else this knowledge indicates
that a substantial proportion of older youth are willing to take advan-
tage of opportunities made available to them. This knowledge, in turn,
justifies such programs. It is conceivable that a program which takes
cognizance of their especial needs and interests would be backed by a
much larger proportion of the older youth population. This may be in-
terpreted as both challenging and encouraging to those persons in a
position to be of such assistance.
TABLE VIII
Participation of Older Youth Interviewed in Community Clubs and Other
Organizations of an Educational Nature, Six Survey Parishes,
Louisiana, 1952
Number of
Organizations Boys Girls Total
Belonged To No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
None 192 76.2 231 74.5 423 75.3
One 44 17.4 55 17.7 99 17.6
Two 15 6.0 21 6.8 36 6.4
Three 1 0.4 3 1.0 4 0,7
Four or more 0 0 0
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
29
Participation in Recreational Activity
From the standpoint of the number of activities listed, the older
youth in rural areas of the state enjoy a wide variety of pastimes. No less
than six major types of activities were reported by older youth in re-
sponse to a query directed toward finding out the nature of their leisure
time activity. As might be expected, the most popular recreation, in
terms of the number of persons reporting participation, was the movies.
Of the 558 persons responding to the question under consideration, 539
(96 per cent) reported this activity as one they had used for purposes
of recreation. It may be noted that there was no significant difference be-
tween the sexes in the proportions reporting this activity. One wonders
how, in this day and time, it is possible for anyone to steer completely
clear of the movies for as long a time as a year. In this regard, apparently
the 19 interviewees who did not go to the movies did not do so because
of religious interpretations rather than on account of isolation.
Outdoor sports, such as hunting and fishing, were second in popu-
larity as a recreational outlet for the older youth interviewed. This is to
be expected from a group of ruralites. It is also not surprising to discover
that boys are much more interested in this type of recreation than are
girls. The data in Table IX show that practically all of the boys (99.6
per cent) indulged in this kind of pastime. Although they do not parti-
cipate in such sports as much as boys, rural girls are not adverse to out-
door activities. As many as 57.7 per cent of them reported participation
in recreational activity of this sort. Perhaps of greatest significance to
the planner is the fact that three-fourths of all the interviewees said they
had indulged in recreation of this nature.
TABLE IX
Recreational Activities Reported by Older Youth Interviewees,
Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Activity Boys Girls Total
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Dances Ill 44.0 124 40.0 235 41.8
Other Parties 108 42.8 164 52.9 272 48.4
Movies 244 96.8 295 95.2 539 95.9
Spectator Sports 170 67.5 176 56.8 346 61.6
Outdoor Sports 251 99.6 179 57.7 430 75.5
Church Parties 30 11.9 37 11.9 67 11.9
No Response 0 4 1.3 4 0.7
Spectator sports ranked third in terms of popularity as a form of
recreation for rural youth. Over three out of five of them had attended
some kind of a game during the year. Here again a larger percentage of
the boys (67.5 per cent) than of the girls (56.8 per cent) reported par-
ticipation of this kind. The latter finding would be expected, however,
because of the fact that more boys participate in such sports.
Fourth in importance as a recreational outlet for the group under
study, according to their responses, are parties other than those associated
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with the church. Ahnost one-half ot the total number ot interviewees re-
ported attendance at functions of this sort. In this instance girls indicated
a greater degree of participation (52.9 per cent) than did boys (42.8 per
cent) . No doubt girls have more occasion to get together in this manner
than do boys.
To the uninitiated it may seem puzzling that only 41.8 per cent of
the interviewees indicated they had attended a dance during the past
year. This is easily explained, however, in terms of the religious culture
dominant in north Louisiana. A slightly greater proportion of the
boys (44 per cent) than of the girls (40 per cent) reported recreational
activity of this nature.
Church parties were in sixth place, with respect to the number of
persons reporting participation in them. A sizeable group (11.9 per cent)
attended this type of a recreational function, however. Interestingly,
exactly the same proportion of boys as girls took part in church socials.
PREFERENCES AND CUSTOMS WITH RESPECT TO
EDUCATIONAL AND RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS
The researcher can go a long way toward assuring the success of a
program by furnishing its administrators with two types of information.
The first and most obvious type is in connection with the desire of the
population under study in the way of education, recreation, and so on.
The second type, often called the mechanical aspects of programming, is
the one most often overlooked by researchers. It includes knowledge of
the time, place, and kind of presentation favored by the group the pro-
gram hopes to reach. The significance of both types of knowledge should
be readily apparent. In fact, although it may be known what is wanted in
the way of information and recreation, the success of a particular effort
to disseminate this material to the group will be directly correlated to the
attractiveness of the program in its mechanical aspects. It is thus that an
attempt was made to collect data both on the kinds of programs in which
older youth are interested and the manner, place, and time they wish to
have the information presented to them.
Educational Programs
It has already been demonstrated that the older rural youth of
Louisiana are interested in educational programs. In this connection it
may be noted that youth everywhere have a surplus of energy. It would
seem, then, that programs of this nature could not help but succeed.
However, the experienced person knows that this interest and energy
cannot be channeled or directed except by the most skillful and informed
leaders. The information below is presented in an attempt to make the
task of these leaders easier.
Topics of Interest to Older Youth
The query, "What educational and informational topics are you
especially interested in?" was posed to every interviewee. Although the
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question was asked in such a way as to enable the individual respondent
to specify the particular topic in which he or she was particularly in-
terested, all specific answers were grouped under major headings for the
purpose of this analysis. Close scrutiny of the data in Table X reveals an
interesting phenomenon. Considerably more boys (36.9 per cent of the
sample population) than girls (11.3 per cent of the sample population)
did not list any particular topic as being of primary interest to them.
This, in turn, set the stage for the topics of primary interest to girls to be
unduly weighted in a combined tabulation. The reason why so many
boys do not have specific things in mind for discussion is difficult to de-
termine. This is especially true in view of the fact that they indicated
a felt need for programs of the kind about which they were questioned.
Apparently they have not reached the particular stage in their life where
they have made vocational and occupational choices and thus have not
come face to face with situations where they needed more exact informa-
tion. Girls, on the other hand, are pretty certain of their future life and
thus have given more thought to what they would like to know.
Of the 287 interviewees indicating an interest in topics dealing
with the home and family, 240 were girls. This ratio is probably near what
would be expected in view of the nature of this topic. The fact that as
many as 47 boys said they had primary interest in topics of this sort
is significant in that it indicates they are not unaware of needing infor-
mation of this nature. It might be of interest to note that such specialized
items as child care, interior decorating, flower gardening, and mate
selection were among those singled out for discussion under this heading.
TABLE X
Niimlier of Older Youths Expressing Interest in Particular Educational and
Informational Topics, Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Boys Girls Total
Subject
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Home and Family 47 18.6 240 77.4 287 51.3
Farm and j&usiness 125 49.6 48 15.5 173 30.8
Personal Problems 4 1.6 10 3.2 14 2.5
Other 15 6.0 18 5.8 33 5.9
No Particular
Preference 93 36.9 35 11.3 128 22.8
Total 252 310 562
•Totals in these instances ecjual more than 100 per cent because a number of in-
terviewees indicated interests in more than one topic.
Three out of ten of the older youth wanted to learn more about
farming and business ventures. Boys (125 of them as compared with 48
girls) showed considerably more interest, of course, in topics classifiable
luider this heading. Again, however, it may be noted that interests of
older youth are broad enough to cut through the whole gamut of subject
matter associated with occupational and domestic life, regardless of sex.
The two specific topics under the above heading most often singled out
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as of major importance by older youth interviewees were problems of
farm management and those in connection with the growing and care
of livestock.
Relatively few persons (2.5 per cent) listed educational subjects
classifiable under the broad heading of personal problems as matters need-
ing special attention. In view of the apparent concern of older youth with
such problems (shown elsewhere) , this fact could be taken as inconsis-
tent. There are, however, at least two factors which might account for
it. In the first place, the interviewees may have interpreted such problems
as not being the sort of thing to discuss in an open meeting. In the second
place, it is probable that many of them did not feel they were "good"
topics in comparison with discussion subjects others in the community
might desire. Whatever the reason, it is certain that there is more in-
terest in topics of this nature than the above small percentage would lead
one to believe.
The remainder of the responses in connection with subjects which
would be of interest were quite varied. They included suggestions for pro-
grams dealing with music appreciation, artistic expression, book re-
views, and the like. Altogether 5.9 per cent of the interviewees named
such miscellaneous topics as worthy of inclusion in educational pro-
grams.
In concluding this section at least two analytical observations are in
order. The first seems to be the fact that older youth, while keenly aware
of a need for such educational programs, are not quite sure with which
topics these programs should deal. This deduction comes from the large
percentage of interviewees not listing any particular subject preference.
The second conclusion is more evident. It is that home life and occupa-
tional pursuits are important in the minds of persons in this age group.
Both these observations are pertinent in terms of a better understanding
of the mental complex of older rural youth.
Opinion as to the Size and Composition of Participating Group
In an effort to determine the social group situation in which older
youth would perform best with .respect to educational programs, inter-
viewees were asked to give their opinion on this matter. An attempt was
made to phrase the interrogation in such a way as to minimize misinter-
pretation. With this factor in mind, the respondents were asked to select
the locality grouping they thought best suited for educational programs
for older youth. In this way their thinking in terms of the composition of
the group was also brought into the picture. Thus persons who would not
feel at ease among strangers would most likely select the smallest locality
group, i.e., the neighborhood, as the ideal area from which to solicit par-
ticipants. The data regarding this question appear in Table XI.
It is a commentary on the rational thinking of older youths that the
majority (55 per cent) of the persons interviewed suggested the com-
munity as the ideal locality area from which to recruit persons for formal
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educational programs. It may be noted that the term "community" as
defined to the interviewees included the cluster of surrounding neigh-
borhoods which they normally considered as belonging to the same school,
trade center, or other such symbol of unity. No doubt this is the size
group which would be most manageable, both in the number of people
that would be involved and in the esprit de corps which could be main-
tained.
TABLE XI
Opinion of Older Youth Interviewed with Respect to the Maximum Population
Grouping Suitable for Educational and Informational Programs,
Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Opinion Boys Girls Total
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Neighborhood 52 20.6 74 23.9 126 22.4
Community 138 ,54.8 172 55.5 310 55.1
Parish 56 22.2 56 18.0 112 20.0
No Particular
Opinion 5 2.0 3 1.0 8 1.4
No Response I 0.4 5 1.6 6 I.l
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
1l is interesting that almost the same proportioir of respondents were
of the opinion that the neighborhood group (22.4 per cent) as the en-
tire parish (20.0 per cent) was the locality from which to draw partici-
pants. The inference is that groups of this size might be considered in
particular situations or for particular programs. Certainly some programs
lend themselves to individualized instruction better than others that are
more general in their appeal.
Sex differentials are not exceptionally pronounced in this instance.
Just about the same proportion of boys as of girls expressed preference for
programs on a community basis. A slightly larger percentage of girls
(23.9 per cent as compared with 20.6 per cent) favored the neighborhood
as the place from which to recruit participants. In contrast a slightly
higher percentage of boys (22.2 per cent as compared with 18.0 per cent)
expressed the belief that the parish was the more ideal areal base from
which to draw persons as participants in educational programs.
Preferences with Respect to the Technique of Presenting Information
There are several techniques which may be used in the dissemina-
tion of educational material. Depending on their particular learning
capacities and habits, individuals profit more from one or the other of
these methods. In this connection it may be noted that the Agricultural
Extension Service has had more success with what is called the demon-
stration method than with any other. Significantly, the validity of their
approach is borne out by the expressed preferences of the older youths
interviewed. (See Table XII.)
AVell over half of the sample population (54.4 per cent) definitely
favored programs using the demonstration technique. Although sex dif-
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TABLE XII
Preferences Expressed by Older Youth Interviewed for Specific Methods of
Presenting Educational and Informational Programs,
Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Boys Girls Total
Preference —
No. Per CentNo. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Lecture 29 i 1.5 24 7.7 53 9.4
Group Discussion 74 29.4 91 29.4 165 29.4
Demonstration 130 51.(i 176 56.8 306 .54.4
Combinations of
the Above 5 2.0 7 2.3 12 2.2
Reading Material 1 0.4 1 0.3 2 0.4
No Particular
Preference Voiced 13 5.1 11 3.5 24 4.2
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
ferentials in preferences were not great, girls were slightly more inclined
to prefer this approach. Second in order of preference, and favored by
29.4 per cent of the group, was the group discussion technique. This per-
centage is high enough to indicate more than passing appreciation for
the effectiveness of this approach. Interestingly, exactly the same per-
centage of boys as of girls indicated a preference for this type program.
The only other technique to receive anything like a significant vote
was the lecture. One out of every ten persons queried (9.4 per cent) felt
this to be their first choice for the presentation of educational material.
Of interest is the fact that boys were somewhat more favorable to this
method than were girls. The two other techniques mentioned were com-
binations of lecture, group discussion, and demonstration (2.2 per cent);
and reading and other visual aids (0.4 per cent) . A few persons (4.2 per
cent) did not express any particular preference in this connection.
Day-of-Week Preferences
In most societies custom designates certain days as most appropriate
to engage in particular kinds of activities. So deeply entrenched do these
patterns of behavior become that those who ignore them in planning
certain kinds of activities stand to meet with discouragement in the form
of non-attendance. For this reason it was deemed important to find out
what particular days older youths thought best for educational programs.
The most significant discovery, in the above respect, seems to be
that over one-fourth of the persons interviewed had no particular day-
of-the-week preference for educational programs. Sex variations are not
important in this particular response as approximately the same percent-
age of boys and girls indicated they had no preference for a particular
day or days. This indicates that such programs are not traditionally as-
sociated with particular days by older youth and therefore operate with
a greater flexibility than most.
Of the persons making a selection of the particular day of the week
on which they preferred to attend educational programs, about the same
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relative number selected Wednesdays, Fridays, and week ends. (See
Table XIII.) Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday are the three days which
would meet with less success in this respect, with Tuesday being the least
desirable of all days.
TABLE XIII
Older Youth Interviewees' Day Preferences for Educational Programs,
Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Day of Week Boys Girls Total
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Monday 16 6.3 14 4.5 30 5.3
Tuesday 18 7.1 28 9.0 46 8.2
Wednesday 36 14.3 59 19.0 95 16.9
Thursday 13 5.2 31 10.0 44 7.8
Friday 41 16.3. 47 15.2 88 15.7
Week Ends 50
'
19.8
'
37 11.9 87 15.5
No Preference 69 27.4 81 26.2 150 26.6
No Response 9 3.6 13 4.2 22 3.9
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
In connection with the above, the preferences of girls differed some-
what from that of boys in that considerably more of them (19.0 per
cent as compared with 14.3 per cent) said they would prefer to have
such programs come on a Wednesday night. In contrast more boys (19.8
per cent as compared with 11.9 per cent) preferred week-end days. In-
terestingly, quite a few more girls, relatively speaking, thought Thursday
night the ideal time to have educational programs (10.0 per cent of
them as compared with 5.2 per cent of the boys) .
It is possible to draw some important inferences from the above
data. First, older youth have not been conditioned to look for educa-
tional programs on any particular day. Thus planners would be safe
in working such events into the weekday routines already known to be
established. In this respect Wednesdays and Fridays probably would be
the best days because a greater proportion of interviewees felt that on
these days there would less likely be a conflict with other activities.
Time-o£-Day Preferences
Undoubtedly older youth are inclined to prefer evening meetings, in-
sofar as educational programs are concerned, to those held at any other
time. Almost two-thirds of the interviewees (64.2 per cent) voiced the
wish that such programs be held in the evening. The fact that almost
the same proportion of both sexes (67.9 per cent of the boys as compared
with 61.3 per cent of the girls) felt this time to be best is further evidence
in favor of holding meetings at night. Table XIV shows that 17.4 per cent
of the respondents (largely girls) stated they would be in favor of after-
noon meetings. Although this fact is significant in some ways this per-
centage is hardly large enough to warrant more than an occasional meet-
ing at this time. Perhaps a program especially for girls would be success-
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ful as an afternoon endeavor. Very few persons (4.4 per cent) said
they would like to have morning meetings. Ten per cent of the inter-
viewees had no preference in regard to time of day of meetings.
T ABLE XIV
Older Youth Interviewees' Time-of-Day Preferences for Educational Programs,
Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Time of Day Boys Girls Total
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per
Cent
Morning 12 4.7 13 4.2 25
4.4
Afternoon 35 13.9 63 20.3 98
17.4
Evening 171 67.9 190 61.3 361
64.2
No Preference 26 10.3 30 9.7 56
10.0
No Response 8 3.2 14 4.5 22
4.0
Total 2.52 100.0 310 100.0
562 100.0
The social planner, in view of the above, would certainly be foolish
to schedule the majority of his meetings at a time other than in the even-
ing. This discovery poses a serious problem in terms of the work hours
for Extension and for other such programs. Professionals understandably
hesitate to use their own leisure time in this type of endeavor. As a
matter of fact this dilemma was pointed out by persons active in older
youth work who maintain it is impossible continually to do a good job
at night after spending the day in an office. The solution to this problem
seems to be recognition of the above by administrative authorities. Once
its meaning is realized, arrangements either for extra pay or compensa-
tory time off would encourage professional workers in these efforts. What-
ever the solution decided upon, this is a problem that needs careful in-
vestigation.
The Use of Informal Means of Education
In this day and age modern means of communication are increasingly
utilized as a means of disseminating information to the public at large.
It is thus that many persons such as county agents have felt a keen need
of information relative to the use of such means by their clientele. Be-
cause it was felt that there would be some benefit in knowing what ex-
perience older rural youth had had with informal types of learning, each
interviewee was asked, "Have you used the radio, TV, newspapers, or
other periodicals as a source of information?" The responses to this
question were tabulated and appear below in Table XV.
Thirty-nine individuals (20 boys and 19 girls; 6.9 per cent of the
sample population) indicated that radio or TV programs were their
only sources of informal education outside of woi-d of mouth. An addi-
tional 15.7 per cent of the persons interviewed said they had used
newspapers and periodicals exclusively for such informal learning ex-
periences. Over one-third (34.0 per cent) of the youth questioned re-
sponded that they had used both as sources of educational information.
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When the above percentages are added together one learns how effective
informal means of teaching are in reaching even a select rural audience.
Over half (56.6 per cent) of the youth interviewed definitely felt they
raised their level of information by paying attention to the transmitted or
written woi-d. In this connection it is safe to assume that a substantial
amount of information is taken in without the individual's becoming
aware ot it because of the informality of the situation. The conclusion
that youth can be reached in this way is evident, however. In this regard
one may speculate that trends in the distribution of radios, nev/spapers,
and so forth, plus the increasing awareness of the value of these devices
on the part of individuals, will mean more success in terms of spreading
useful knowledge in the future.
TABLE XV
Sources of Informal Education Outside Word of Mouth of Older Youth Interviewed,
Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Source Boys Girls Total
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Radio and
T.V. On'y 20 8.0 19 6.1 39 6.9
Newspapers and
Periodicals Only 38 15.1 55 17.8 88 15.7
Combinations ol:
the Above 33.7 106 34.2 191 34.0
No Such Source of
Information 57 22.6 76 24.5 133 23.7
No Response 52 20.6 54 17.4 106 18.9
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
Recreational Programs
Those studies which concern the differential between the recreational
activity-wishes of older rural youth and their satisfaction h^Lxe come up
with a very disturbing conclusion. Almost without exception the discrep-
ancy between the organized recreational outlets and the needs of young
people is of tremendous proportions in rural areas. These findings present
a challenge to every rural community. The information below is pre-
sented in the hope that it will be of help in meeting this challenge.
Recreational Activity Enjoyed
In an attempt to find the types of activities which might provide pri-
mary recreational outlets for older nnal youth, each interviewee was
asked, "What type of social or recreational program especially appeals to
you?" The question was put in this manner rather than in the nature of
what might be thought best for older youth in general to minimize per-
sonal interpretation in the responses. The answers to this question are
summarized in Table XVI.
The extent to which sports have become a part of life even in the
rural parts of the United States is shown by the large number of persons
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listing this sort of entertainment as being preferred by them. Almost one-
fourth (24.9 per cent) of the older youth interviewed listed spectator
sports as their first choice of recreational activity. It is pertinent to
note
that while boys had considerably more interest in witnessing sport events,
girls were by no means disinterested. This is shown by the fact that one-
third of the boys as compared with 18.4 per cent of the girls named this
activity as their first choice for a recreational outlet. Nearly as many
youths (22.4 per cent) said they preferred taking part in outdoor sports,
such as games, fishing, and hunting. One would, of course, expect a group
of rural dwellers to show more appreciation for the latter kind of activity.
However, the fact that almost one-half of the interviewees named sports
in one way or another is most enlightening. Proportionately fewer
girls (13.9 per cent as compared with 33.0 per cent of the boys) , yet still
a substantial number, selected outdoor sports as their first choice lor
recreation.
TABLE XVI
Older Youth Interviewees' First Choice of Recreational Activity,
Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Activity Boys Girls
Total
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No.
Per Cent
Dances 31 12.3 74 23.9
105 18.7
Other parties 16 6.3 37 11.9
53 9.4
Movies 30 11.9 63 20.3
93 16.6
Spectator Sports
Outdoor Socials
83
4
33.0
1.6
57
23
18.4
7.4
140
27
24.9
4.8
Outdoor Sports
No Response
83
5
33.0
1.9
43
13
13.9
4.2
126
18
22.4
3.2
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0
562 100.0
Worthy of note is the fact that almost one-fifth of the interviewees
named dancing as their most enjoyable type of recreation. With regard
to this activity it is interesting that girls manifested more interest
than
boys. Twenty-three per cent of the former as compared with 12.3 per cent
of the latter named this activity as their favorite form of recreation.
It may be noted that the proportion of interviewees selecting this pastime
varied considerably from area to area. This phenomenon, as has been
mentioned, is explained in terms of the variations in the religious com-
position of the population of the state.
Almost as many persons named movies as their first choice of rec-
reation as chose dancing. About one-sixth of the persons interviewed
singled out this activity as their first choice for entertainment. Interest-
ingly, girls showed more inclination to be partial to this activity than did
boys.' As many as one-fifth of the young women as compared with just
over one-tenth of the young men named movie-going as their first recrea-
tional choice.
Slightly less than one-tenth of the youth indicated they enjoyed
indoor parties more than any other type of recreation. Again, as might
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be expected, the total percentage is weighted somewhat by a larger pro-
portion of girls with such a preference. A few persons (4.8 per cent of the
total) expressed a preference for outdoor socials of one kind or another.
From the above it is possible to infer that rural youth have varied
recreational interests. Their specific preferences, however, are definitely
in the direction of activity of the type calling for individual participa-
tion. This perhaps is one of the most significant findings in terms of
communty planning.
Opinion as to Size and Composition of Participating Groups
Recreational programs, as a rule, require even more of an "in-group"
situation than do educational programs. It is of importance to know what
social group older youth consider as belonging to their intimate social
circle. When asked which locality group they felt to be ideal for planned
recreational programs, about twice as many youth named the com-
munity as did the neighborhood or parish. (See Table XVI 1.) The com-
parative percentages are as follows: the community, 54.8 per cent; the
neighborhood, 20.8 per cent; the parish, 21.9 per cent. Indication that
all felt rather strongly on this point is found in the small number
(1.4 per cent) having no particular opinion on the matter. Interestingly,
there is very little difference in the proportions of boys and girls voicing
specific opinions.
TABLE XVII
Opinion of Older Youth Inleivievved with Respect to the Maximum Population
Grouping Suitable for Social and Recreational Programs,
Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Opinion Boys c.iris Total
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Neighborhood 52 20.6 65 21.0 117 20.8
Community 136 54.0 172 55.4 308 54.8
Parisli 58 23.0 65 21.0 123 21.9
No Particular
Opinion 5 ^ 2.0 3 1.0 8 1.4
No Response 1 0.4 5 1.6 6 1.1
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
Day-of-Week Preferences
With respect to the time of the week thought best for recreational
programs, the older youth interviewed were in fair agreement that the
week-end days are the most suitable. (See Table XVIII.) This finding is
in line with traditional rural folkways and patterns of work activity.
Only a very small proportion of boys and girls selected the first four days
of the work week as good for recreational activity. In contrast, almost
half of the sample population were of the opinion that Fridays and Satur-
days were the best days for such functions. The large number (25.8 per
cent) of interviewees saying they had no preference for a day of the week
in this respect reflects the fact that many interviewees had no occupa-
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tional or school conmiitiiients. Nevertheless the inlereuce remains that
recreational programs will meet with more success on week ends.
TABLE XVIII
Older Youth Intei\ie\vees' Day Preferences for Social and
Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Rccrciitioii 1^ rnorn tti *sJL ItJglcliii.'Jj
Day of Week Boys Girls
—
:
Total
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Monday 6 2.4 9 2.9 15 2.7
Tuesday 8 3.2 6 1.9 14 2.5
Wednesday 20 7.9 25 8.1 45 8.0
Thursday 23 9.1 37 11.9 60 10.6
Friday 45 17.9 65 21.0 110
19.6
Weekends 78 30.9 76 24.5 154 27.4
No Preference 66 26.2 79 25.5 145 25.8
No Response 6 2.4 13 4.2 19 3.4
T otal 252 100.0 310 100.0 562
100.0
Time-of-Day Preferences
The great majority of the interviewees preferred that recreational
programs occur in the evening rather than in the morning or after-
noon. Almost three-fourths of the total number of persons questioned
named the evening as the best time. (See Table XIX.) Such a disco\ery
is not surprising in view of traditional recreational practices. It may be
noted, however, that certain types of recreational programs, such as out-
door socials and sports, would need to be held during daylight hours.
The great interest manifested in activity of this kind suggests the need
for balanced planning in ternrs of time and types of activity.
TABLE XIX
Older Youth Interviewees' Time-of-Day Preferences for Recreational Programs,
Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Time of Day Boys Girls Total
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Morning 4 1.6 4 1.3 8 1.4
Afternoon 23 9.1 39 12.6 62 11.0
Evening 193 76.6 218 70.3 411 73.2
No Preference 24 9.5 35 11.3 59 10.5
No Response 8 3.2 14 4.5 22 3.9
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
Selected Information Related to Program Planning
In trying to round out the information deemed pertinent to pro-
grammers for rural youth, several questions were asked which for the
most part apply equally well to either educational or recreational types
of programs. The responses to these queries are included as an adjunct
to the material given in the two previous discussions.
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Preferences with Respect to
Joint Educational and Recreational Programs
There has been much discussion as to the merits of combining formal
educational programs with recreational activity of one kind or another.
Proponents argvie that more people are attracted to combined meetings
with the result that these render a greater service. Those not in favor
of combined programs say that persons with no motivation to attend
educational programs will not expend the necessary effort to profit from
their incidental exposure to them. Regardless of the validity of either
school of thought, the older youth interviewed leave no doubt as to their
particular preferences. (See Table XX.)
TABLE XX
Older Youth Interviewees' Preferences with Respect to Combined Educational and
Recreational Programs. Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Expressed
Preference
Boys Girls Total
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Favorable to
Combined
Programs 173 68.6 221 71.3 394 70.0
Unfavorable to
Combined
Programs 68 27.0 70 22.6 138 24.6
No Preference 5 2.0 5 1.6 10 1.8
No Respofise 6 2.4 14 4.5 20 3.6
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
As many as 70 per cent of the persons questioned fa\ored combined
programs. It is significant that only minor differences appear in the
relative number of boys and girls expressing this preference. The strong
minority (24.6 per cent) reacting unfavorably to combined programs
cannot be overlooked, however. It is interesting that a relatively higher
proportion of the boys (27.0 per cent as compared with 22.6 per cent
of the girls) were of the opinion that such programs should be separated.
Perhaps this indicates that boys are more inclined to be serious-minded
in their quest for knowledge.
All in all, the implication of the interviewees' responses to the above
question seems clear enough. For the most part they will cooperate
more willingly in combined programs. Nevertheless the social planner will
have to make allowance for the minority (depending on their number
and vocal strength) in his area.
Availability o£ Transportation
In rural areas the question of transportation is always a very real
one. At the very least the ruralite must ptit out a great deal more effort
to participate in group activities than the urbanite. No doubt many com-
munity fvmctions are neglected because of a lack of transportation. It is
vital to know something about the facilities of this nature available to
youth.
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The discovery that nine out ol every ten of the youth interviewed
had some kind o£ transportation available lor attending meetings away
from home is encouraging. (See Table XXI.) On the other hand the
ten per cent not so fortunate point tip a real problem to the persons con-
cerned with reaching them. This is especially true because of the likeli-
hood that this group is the one most in need of a fuller social life. In
other words the chances are that the more underprivileged youth are
members of the group without transportation. Here, then, appears a
definite aspect for consideration in program planning.
TABLE XXI
Older Youth Interviewees Reporting Transportaliion Availaljle for Use ;n
Attending Educational and Recreational Programs,
Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Transportation
Available
Boys Girls Total
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Yes 228 90.5 274 88.4 502 89.3
No 24 9.5 32 1 0.3 56 10.0
No Response 0 4 1.3 4 0.7
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
Distance Willing to Travel
Regardless of the availability of transportation there is usually a
limit to the distance one is willing to go to attend a meeting. After a
marginal point in mileage is reached the individual is likely to feel
the benefits to be derived are outweighed by the inconvenience brought
about. The responses to the qtiery in this regard are indicative of the
safe limits within which to recrtiit yotiths for social participation of one
kind or another.
Well over one-half (52.3 per cent) of the interviewees felt that
they would not be imposed upon by being asked to travel up to 20 miles
to attend either an educational or recreational function. Indicating the
consensus of agreement on this point, approximately the same propor-
tion of the girls (50.2 per cent) as the boys (54.8 per cent) drew the
line at 20 miles. Although some of the respondents were willing to go
farther (21.2 per cent anywhere in the parish and 9.8 per cent anywhere
up to 36 miles) , it seems highly tmlikely that anything but the most
attractive program will succeed at greater distances than 20 miles from
any considerable segment of the potential audience. The above data ap-
pear in Table XXII.
SELECTED ASPECTS OF THE MENTAL COMPLEX OF
OLDER RURAL YOUTH
As mentioned in the introductory section of this report, social
behavior is, to a large extent, determined by the mental complex of the
members of the particular population group. In other words, people are
conditioned to behave on the basis of their social experience. Through
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TABLE XXII
Distances Older Youth Interviewees are Willing to Travel to Attend
Educational and Recreational Programs. Six. Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Distance Boys Girls Total
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Less than 5 Miles 4 1.6 19 6.2 23 4.1
5 - 20 Miles 138 54.8 156 50.2 294 52.3
21 - 3« Miles 29 11,5 26 8.4 55 9.8
Over 36 Miles 29 8.3 27 8.7 48 8.6
Anywhere in
Parish 38 15.1 33 10.7 71 12.6
No Response 22 8.7 49 15.8 71 12.6
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
their everyday conditioning they come to attach importance to certain
vakies, goals, and ideas. These orientations, obviously, vary from one
society to another and from one group to another within a given society.
It follows that older rural youth, as a special population segment, not
only have special problems but face these problems in a special way
dependent upon their systems of values and attitudes. The person who
is to understand them, then, is in need of as much information relative
to their mentality as he can get. With the above in mind all interviewees
were asked several leading questions bearing on their particular social
experiences. The analysis of the responses to these questions appears
below.
Youth Having Plans for the Future
One indication of the mental state of youth may be derived from a
knowledge of their plans for the future. The proportion of persons
having a definite course of action in mind is one indication of the extent
to which the total society has been able to provide opportunities for its
youth. On the other hand those persons not having plans for the future,
in all likelihood, represent persons with serious problems in terms of
personal adjustment. They are the persons who, for some reason, are in-
secure about the present state of their lives and have little or no orienta-
tion to face the life situation which is upon them.
llie concern which Extension personnel have shown over this seg-
ment of our rural population is justified in the responses of the youths
interviewed. (See Table XXIII.) As many as 44.5 per cent of these
respondents had no definite plans for the future. Although it is con-
ceivable that some few of this number had not gotten around to giving
serious thought to this problem, the great majority must be looked upon
as persons stranded in the midst of a moving stream of their fellows. It
is understandable that a slightly higher proportion of girls were not
sure of their future. The latter necessarily do not plan as readily for
the future, as they must await the somewhat undeterminable opportunity
for marriage. However, the differential between boys and girls is not
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great, 42.5 per cent o£ the former as compared with 46.1 per cent o£
the latter saying they had nothing in mind for the future.
TABLE XXIII
Older Youth Interviewees Having Definite Plans for the Future,
Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Definite Pians for Boys Girls Total
the Future No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Yes 139 55.1 161 52.0 300 53.4
No 107 42.5 143 46.1 250 44.5
No Response () 2.4 6 1.9 12 2.1
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
To the person interested in helping the older rural youth group the
above figures mean one thing above all. 1 hese young people need to be
given a sense of direction. One hesitates to contemplate the end result
should the society at large forego its responsibility in this connection.
Youth Discontented in Their Present Occupations
One index of how satisfying their present life has been to older
rural youth is whether or not they have given serious thought to leaving
their occupation or location. It is thus that it was deemed important
to determine to what extent young men and women were satisfied with
their present day life. Each person interviewed was asked, "Have you
thought of leaving your present occupation or location?" The answers
given were tabulated and appear in Table XXIV.
TABLE XXIV
Older Youth Interviewees' Desires with Respect to Leaving Their Present Occupation or
Location, Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 19,52
Serious Thought
to Leaving
Boys Girls Total
i\0. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Yes 62 24.6 92 29.7 154 27.4
No 183 72.6 211 68.1 394 70.1
No Response 7 2.8 7 2.2 14 2.5
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
As may be seen, well over one-fourth (27.4 per cent) of the inter-
viewees had given serious thought to leaving their present occupation or
location. Interestingly, more girls (29.7 per cent) than boys (24.6 per
cent) expressed dissatisfaction with their situation. This pattern of re-
sponse is in line with the short-distance migration patterns (selective for
women), however, and validates the findings of the study to this extent.
It is perhaps just as significant that 70.1 per cent of the interviewees said
they had not thought about leaving their present situations. Both findings
are pertinent in that they shed light on the thinking and problems of
older rural youth.
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opinions About Farming as a Way of Life
Perhaps more can be learned about the future of agriculture by
determining how satisfactory a way of life it is thought to be than by any
other means. It stands to reason that if rural youth are sold on farm life,
not only as a way of making a living but as a way of living as well, then
the future of agriculture is bright. If rural youth are not happy with
rural living as compared to urban living, then the future of farm life
is indeed bleak. All interviewees were given an opportunity to express
their opinion on this matter. Their responses are shown in Table XXV.
Apparently young people in the rural areas of the state think of farm
life as the good life, whether or not they intend to remain in agri-
culture as a vocational pursuit. Three-fifths of the interviewees went
all out and stated unequivocally that farming was a superior type of liv-
ing. Somewhat surprising is the fact that relatively more girls (62.6 per
cent as compared with 57.5 of the boys) expressed this opinion. Perhaps
recent trends in farm home conveniences have tended to make this life
more attractive to girls.
TABLE XXV
Older Youth Interviewees' Opinions on Farming as a Way of Life,
Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Opinion Boys Girls Total
No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Superior 145 57.5 192 62.0 337 60.0
Very Satisfactory 46 18.3 57 18.4 103 18.3
Satisfactory 20 8.0 18 5.8 38 6.8
Unsatisfactory 16 6.3 23 7.4 39 6.9
Very Unsatisfactory 3 1.2 1 0.3 4 .7
Undecided or
No Opinion 22 8.7 19 6.1 41 7.3
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
Another 18.3 per cent of the youth expressed the opinion that farm
life was very satisfactory and 6.8 per cent said it was satisfactory but
nothing else. To 6.9 per cent of the interviewees, farming was unsatis-
factory as a way of life and four persons (0.7 per cent) felt it was highly
uninviting. One is safe in assuming that those persons with opinions
classifiable under the last three categories are not sold on farm life. This
is a rather high proportion (21.7 per cent). On the other hand those
persons who felt this kind of life was superior or very satisfactory (78.3
per cent) can be classified as seeing something in rural living which is
attractive. In final analysis, the latter group is large enough to assure a
steady support of farming and farm life.
Individuals of Outstanding Influence in Older Youths' Lives
It has been said that there is someone of outstanding influence in
almost everyone's life. These persons of influence are usually cast in the
role of confidant and advisor. They are the ones turned to in time of
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crisis or major decision. Thinking in terms of youth at the crossroads of
life it is of major importance that their counselors be known, both for the
kind of advice they might give and for the purposes of reaching them
with materials of use in guidance.
Of the data appearing in Table XXVI the most significant fact seems
to be the large percentage (43.3 per cent) of youth who said no person
was of outstanding influence in their lives. This may account for the
fact that so many of them had no definite plans for the future. At any rate
it is a positive indication that they need to find someone to whom
they can go for guidance and counseling.
As one would expect, the largest number of youth singling out par-
ticular persons as of major influence in their lives (31.7 per cent) named
one or the other of their parents. It is not surprising that girls were more
likely to turn in this direction for a counselor. Of significance is the fact
that the second largest group of advisors named included professional
persons such as teachers and county agents. Over one out of every ten
interviewees (11.7 per cent) said a professional person of this type had
been of outstanding influence in their lives. Here is a commentary on
both the present and potential role which such persons might play.
Other classes of persons named as ones turned to for advice are as
follows: spouse (3.9 per cent) , close friend (3.7 per cent) , brother or
sister (2.5 per cent), other blood relatives (1.4 per cent), in-laws
(1.1 per cent), and grand-parents (0.7 per cent).
TABLE XXVI
Particular Individuals Reported by Older Youth Interviewees as Being of Outstanding
Influence in Their Lives, Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Relation o£
Individual to Boys Girls Total
Intervievvce No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Parent 73 28.9 105 33.9 178 31.7
Brother or Sister 8 3.2' 6 1.9 14 2.5
Grandparent 3 1.2 1 0.3 4 0.7
Other Blood
Relatives 5 2.0 3 1.0 8 1.4
Spouse 2 0.8 20 6.4 22 3.9
In-Laws 6 1.9 6 1.1
Close Friend 9 3.6 12 3.9 21 3.7
Teacher, County
Agent, etc. 26 10.3 40 12.9 66 11.7
No Person o£
Outstanding-
Influence 126 50.0 117 37.8 243 43.3
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
Type of Counseling Preferred
In order to complete the picture as nearly as possible for people in-
terested in guiding older rural youth, each respondent was asked to list
the type of counseling he or she preferred. This information gives further
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insight into the mental conditioning of the individual and is useful in
planning the type of approach to be used.
As may be seen in Table XXVII almost two-thirds (63.6 per cent) of
the sample population indicated they preferred counseling on a group
basis. While this response might be surprising to some leaders, it cer-
tainly makes the task involved much simpler. In this connection ap-
proximately the same proportion of boys as girls said such was their
preference. The counselor will have moi-e difficulty reaching the 28.5
per cent of the youth who did not feel they would receive the kind of
atention they needed in a group situation. This rather large segment
of the population, no doubt, is composed of the persons who either be-
cause of the intimacy of their problems or their personality make-up need
special consideration. The size of this group, composed of approximately
the same proportion of boys and girls, and their expressed preferences
make it advisable for counselors to make special arrangements for them.
Otherwise they will suffer from a lack of the help they need.
TABLE XXVII
Older Youth Interviewees' Preferences with Respect to Counseling on an Individual
or Group Basis, Six Survey Parishes, Louisiana, 1952
Type of
Counseling Boys Gi rls . Total
Preferred No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
Individual Basis 71 28.2 89 28.7 160 28.5
Group Basis 159 63.1 199 64.2 358 63.6
No Preference 8 3.2 4 1.3 12 2.1
Undecided 0 2 0.7 2 0.4
Not Interested in
Either Type 1 0.4 1 0.3 2 0.4
No Response 13 5.1 15 4.8 28 5.0
Total 252 100.0 310 100.0 562 100.0
Very few per;sons (2.1 per cent) had no preference as to the type
counseling they would like to receive. It is an indication of the seriousness
with which youth regard this problem that only 0.4 per cent of them
said they were not interested in any kind of help.
I
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
The salient findings of the preceding analyses may be simimarized
as follows:
1. The poptilation data collected makes clear some important
characteristics of the older rural youth population. First, there are large
numbers of older youth in the rural regions of the state but more of them
reside in rural-nonfarm areas than in rural-farm areas. In this connection
the rta-al-farm older youth population is decreasing at a tremendous
rate while the rural-nonfarm population is just about holding its own.
Despite the fact that there is a slight excess of males among the older rural
youth 23opulation, all indications are that the situation will be re-
versed in the near future. It may be noted that the rural-farm segment of
this population at present contains an excess of males while the rural-
nonfarm segment has a shortage of males. Third, it is of significance that
the youth residing in rural-farm areas are, on the average, very much
yotniger than those living in rural-nonfarm areas. Fourth, the older
rural youth population contains an important segment of non-whites in
its make-up.
2. Older lural youth of the state, as shown in their interest in
formal programs of education and recreation, feel a keen need for a
more complete social life. Their past experiences in formal organiza-
tions are such as to lead one to expect that they would not be too difficult
to work with in this manner. In this connection, the type of recreational
outlets they have had leaves something to be desired in terms of well
organized activities suitable for joint participation of boys and girls.
3. Older rural youth preferences with respect to educational pro-
grams indicate a strong desire for more information on topics dealing with
the home, family, farm, and business. In this regard, they feel educa-
tional meetings should include community groups and be held on a
Wednesday, Friday, or Saturday evening. The great majority of older
rural youth prefer the demonstration technique of presenting educational
material. Many of this group use the radio and newspaper and other
periodicals as sources of information.
4. According to their responses, older rural youth are partial to
sports of one kind or another, movies, and dances as recreational outlets.
Thev are keenly interested in planned recreational activity, however.
Their remarks indicate that a commtniity-wide social event planned for a
week-end day and set for an evening hour would be a great success.
5. In general, older rural youth prefer joint educational and
recreational programs. In this respect, most of them have transportation
facilities and wotdd be willing to travel as far as 20 miles to attend such
programs.
6. The responses of older rural youth give many indications that
they are at a time when guidance and counseling is sorely needed. In this
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connection a significant proportion of them have no definite plans for
the future. Also, inany of them have given serious thought to leaving
their present occupation or location. Furthermore, a large number have
not found a suitable person to whom they can go for personal guidance.
With respect to the latter point, the majority would prefer covmseling on
a group basis but many persons would need individual attention.
In conclusion, much of the above information shovdd be of interest
to the local community leaders and persons professionally interested in
bettering rural life. In fact, the needs and problems of older rural
youth, as implied in the findings of this study, represent a definite chal-
lenge to all who are sincerely concerned with this segment of our popu-
lation.
51
I
;
